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Chapter 6 - Ceotion 2 

Die -princ irosbyterian Church - iii C spring on i:ik 
The 31 g Spring Conzaunity was sot tied by people of re¬ 
finement and culture frota east of the ^llejheny ^^ountairis. 

a 

They found no building in v.hich to neet and worship, out 
they net in the homes of the neighborhood for prayer and for 
preaching services when a minister would visit the neighbor¬ 
hood. There is no written record to show who first preach¬ 
ed in this community, v.hich adjoined the Lingo Flets in lien- 
dolph County. The sessional records of Lingo Presbyterian 
Church mention that active measures '..ere taken by the session 
and pastor of that church to establish an appointment at 
Big Spring, in Pocahontas County, in 1896. Llder John I/.oore 
v.as appointed to confer with the people of 3ig Spring com¬ 
munity concerning a monthly appointment at that place. Col. 

*. J. L. Gatewood was appointed by the session to tike charge 
of raising the salary. Llder .-oorc was to assist hir. in 

that work, i nd they were asked to raise fifty dollars. The 
first service was held June 27, 1666. 

Lev. ... o. P. 3rycn was at that tine pastor of the 
;.Jn;o chur n, also fygart Valley and Beverly Churches. nev. 

an r ceivod a call to another church, and the pa. tor el re¬ 
lations with Big spring were dissolved. The last service for 
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peti :io:i v.ws drawn up 


;etiticnin.g Presbytery for a 


w.urch Lt ^ig ^p.in.g and signed by the following persona, 


p ocuh ontes County 

v. it. l.oCalpin from the Huntersville Church 

1 - r * l . Ii*rs. 14# L. blanker 

hr. i.*. P. Cameron 

Lrs. Annie Varner 

IuX s. Rhea Cron the Lingo Church 

1-iTs• i.ary Gatewood of narra Springs 

* 

IPrs. N. P. Von&ervort 
-i• C. I*. .atewood 
Annie LcCalpin 
Lary 1. UcCalpin 
..illie Vandervort 
Fannie Vandervort 
Lyrtle Varner 
11. C. Gatewood 
3.. Fi Hamilton 
L'rs. V.n. '..ooddell 
C. i.. Bhowalter 


Presbytery, having granted the request the Pig Rpring 
church was formally organised by the Rev. J. L. ..loan, even- 
g_list of Greenbrier Presbytery, on August Z5, 1GS4. hr. 

Z. ... . cCCilpin end jol. ... C. P. Gatewood .ere elected, 
ordcined «. .1 installed ruling elders, and 3. F. Ear.ilten, 


ceccon. 


PLe church was named "Big Bpring" by vote of the 


congregation. 


PL3 lot for the church was laid out and given by 


.ol. • - • 


C. L. Gatewood 



rocuhontuo County 



In 1 :to this a urah vras first reported to the General 
-- ue:.uly as having nineteen members. In l£v*6, it v-.s report- 
el ns vacant. 

0 

0 

.This church, which has cdwoys been associated with 
Other churches in hone nission groupings, has had the min- 
* isterial servi ces of the following ninisters: 
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Gray 


” tf. P. Gibbs 

..nd from 1221, _iev. c. 11. Miles, v no is the i^astor 

the present tine. 

,.t the :;resent tiue the church hes only one elder, llr• 
... o. Gatewood. There are services et this church twice 
e^ch month end the membership is stout twenty persons. 

They have -undsy school each w-cbbeth and tne enroll¬ 
ment is thirty. 


,'onan’s ornanis tion in -his church. 


I uPo motion: 

acsords of -he ..istoricol Foundation - .-entreat, 
ocssion booh of the hir spring church. 




